In the course of an investigation into the presence of the different albumoses in effusions and transudations I had occasion to analyze three specimens of amniotic fluid, viz.?(1), The amniotic fluid from the sac of a cow at the first month; (2), human amniotic fluid at the third month; and (3) at the sixth month from a case of sudden death. All these specimens were analyzed immediately after withdrawal from the amniotic sac ; in the third instance this was done at the post-mortem examination twenty-four hours after death. Traces of albumose were present in the second, and a comparatively large amount in the third example. There was none in the first. The albumoses were separated out in the usual manner with ammonium sulphate and chloride of sodium, and to make the investigation complete the other constituents were also estimated. The presence of the lower forms of the proteid bodies in the amniotic fluid is difficult to explain satisfactorily. I am inclined to ascribe it to the presence of digestive ferments in the fluid similar to those described as being present in pleuritic or ascitic effusions, and to the consequent digestion of some of the albumin
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As pregnancy proceeded, therefore, the solids in the amniotic fluid, as has been shown before, increased. The increase in the inorganic solids was very slight. The organic solids at the end of the first month were wholly extractives. At the end of the third month, 
